clinicians who need to interpret the pathological findings in the light of the clinical picture. The book is well produced.
One of the values in reporting such a symposium is the frank discussion, reported verbatim, which so often pinpoints the worth of each major contribution. In his summary Professor Tubiana poses some unanswerable questions. For instance, would the results in the good categories be the same in other hands ... and if so is the name of cancer with all its connotations still justified for such lesions? -lesions indeed in which the survival rate is identical to that of the normal population. D F ELLISON NASH General Ophthalmology by Daniel Vaughan MD, Robert Cook MD and Taylor Asbury MD 5th ed pp 316 illustrated 58s 6d Los Altos, Calif.: Lange Medical 1968 Oxford & Edinburgh: Blackwell Scientific This is a paperback book of some 300 pages, characterized by easy-to-read print, clarity of diagrams, and an up-to-date approach in that binocular indirect ophthalmoscopy, applanation tonometry and fluorescein photography are succinctly explained. There are useful lists not only about the red eye, but also on genetic and ophthalmological terms. Some of the photographs are not clear, and some drugs will not be familiar on this side of the Atlantic.
It is rather expensive and perhaps too detailed for the average medical student, but for eye house surgeons and DO students, it will be excellent and can certainly be wholeheartedly recommended.
M A BEDFORD
The Traumatic Neurosis by Lester Keiser MD pp 234 £5 Philadelphia & Toronto: JBLippincott 1968 London: Pitman Medical I was disappointed in this book; I was hoping that part of it would describe some investigation, perhaps a long-term follow-up of a series of patients. Alternatively, it could have given a critical review of the investigations which have already been carried out. Instead, it is a rather long and discursive 'distillation of years of learning . . . derived primarily from psychoanalytic experience with patients'. I hope it is not unfair to say that the main message I got from such chapters as the role of the physician, attorney, employer, insurance company &c. was that money is wtiologically even more important in the USA than in England.
The author stresses that there is much of the greedy malingerer in us all and that this is fostered by the behaviour of other interested parties. The attorney claims for himself some 30-40% of the compensation.
It ends, 'If everyone were to practise according to the long established ethical rules of his profession, there would be a lessening of the incidence and severity of traumatic neurosis.' C M B PARE Liver Biopsy Interpretation by Peter J Scheuer MD MCPath pp x+ 138 illustrated 85s London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cassell 1968 Liver biopsy has now become a safe procedure which, when properly performed, can be of great value in the diagnosis of patients with diffuse liver disease. As Professor Sherlock says in the preface to this book, the exercise may frequently be marred by the incorrect interpretation of the specimen, which is all too easy for a pathologist without extensive experience in this specialized field. This is a dangerous situation, for once a diagnostic label has been attached it is not often questioned. This book will be a valuable corrective and help to prevent such errors. It is based on a large personal experience and its authority is strengthened by knowing that the patients have been thoroughly investigated by Professor Sherlock's unit.
There is an initial technical chapter on handling a biopsy specimen, and then follows a description of appearances which may be seen in a normal liver biopsy and which sometimes may be misinterpreted as being due to a disease process. Following this the various appearances found in biopsies from patients with the whole gamut of diffuse liver disorders are critically described.
No doubt this book will become a standard text on the subject and should be purchased by all morbid anatomy departments likely to deal with this type of material. This book, which is intended to be introductory rather than comprehensive, is based on a course of lectures given to medical students at Sheffield in preparation for the 2nd MB examination. The plan of the book is apparent from the title, since biochemistry is considered tissue by tissue. The book begins with a section on muscle and continues through liver and adipose tissue, the intestine, blood and the brain, to structural tissues; these sections are followed by others devoted to reproduction, hormone action, control of metabolism, radiation biochemistry and the basis of therapeutics. The longer sections are subdivided into chapters. This is a valuable approach and is well suited to the interests of medical students. It does, however, present problems of classification with topics-that are of general relevance. Thus enzyme kinetics are considered primarily in the section on muscle, while subcellular fractionation is to be found in the section on liver and adipose tissue.
The book is a readable, well-produced and useful addition to the range of textbooks in biochemistry. The authors have made an interesting selection of material from the vast mass of biochemical data now available and they have considered many aspects of biochemistry that are of particular relevance to medicine, including inborn errors of metabolism, the ageing of collagen, contraception and cancer chemotherapy. In this they have successfully achieved their aim of presenting biochemistry in relation to the total functions of the living organism. This book is the published proceedings of a meeting held in the USA in 1967 to discuss current trends in research in the field of inflammation. Some of the contributions consist simply of scientific papers, but many are concise reviews. A wide range of topics are covered, with a good helping of immunology. The blood leucocytes also receive much attention, as do mediators of vascular effects and various enzymes, notably proteases prominent in injured tissue. The volume is enhanced by a lively apologia pro sua vita from Hans Selye and will be read with interest and profit by all those whose activities are concerned with the study of the inflammatory It is heartening to find that this report of the Group for the Advancement of Psychiatry on the problems of high-grade and borderline defectives unequivocally accepts that investigation, treatment, and the supervision and care of this type of patient is a medical responsibility.
The report addresses itself to the general physician and general psychiatrist and discusses the concepts of borderline defect; deals with the problems of diagnosis and psychopathology, and includes material on etiology and prevention, the role of the physician in the total provision of care and training and the legal aspects of feeblemindedness.
The report rightly underlines the importance of social performance and integration within the community as the chief criterion of social adequacy. It also stresses the fact that psychiatric symptoms are of equal importance in the production of social maladjustment. The importance of the family's influence upon the functioning of a handicapped person is fully recognized, and the report advises giving psychiatric help to the patient's family as part of the environmental management of the patient.
Although the report is written primarily for the private physician, who is more likely to be dealing with these problems in the United States than he is in this country, most of the approach and orientation is universally applicable. This is equally true of the legal chapter which deals with fundamental principles of the rights and obligations of handicapped individuals rather than with specific legislation.
The report, which is modern and progressive in its outlook and lucid in expression, can be thoroughly recommended as an introductory text dealing with all aspects of high-grade mental defectives. In the introduction to this symposium the editor, Dr Michael Sigel, points out that 'for many years the Tissue Culture Association has provided an impetus to research on isolated systems'. On this it may be commented that tissue culture's virtue is in fact its only vice, namely its isolation of systems, leading to their study away from the whole organism. It is therefore interesting that in this symposium 'the Association sets the stage for a more integrated and comparative approach'. In the first section the contributors deal with the important topic of differentiation and aggregation of cells, chiefly in lower organisms. In the second section there are five chapters on cell cultures from arthropods, and it is interesting in this context to learn that six lines of continuous insect cells have been established. The chapter
